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of his troops, That his elephant might not be swept away
in the tide of flight, he had its legs chained to a gun
carriage. From his howdah he shot so many arrows that
the skin peeled off liis fingers, and he directed the battle
with such resolution, that at one time it seemed to Bajirao
that the day was lost. To save it the Peshwa exchanged
his elephant for a horse, collected a number of picked
swordsmen and with them cut his way near to where
Trimbakvao's elephant stood. 1-Je then sent a camel sowar
with a flag of trace and a letter to tlie opposing general.
"Such gallantry as yours/' he wrote, "should be shown
against the Maharaja's enemies. Let us stay the fight and
once more try to effect a compromise." Trimbakrao
scornfully rejected the offer and unchaining his elephant's
legs, ordered the mahout to drive it against Bajirao. The
PevShwa's swordsmen surrounded tin* beast and killing the
mahout attacked the general. Undaunted, the Maratha
chief flung on the ground the mahout's body and taking
his place, showered arrow after arrow at tho swordsmen.
Bajirao called to them not to kill Dabhade but to take him
alive. This, however, was impossible, as Dabhade refused
to yield. At last perfidy succeeded, where generalship had
failed. At tho moment that Trimbakrao was preparing to
counterattack and was ordering a general advance, his
maternal uncle Bhausingrao Toke" treacherously shot him
in the head from behind, killing him instantly. On the
death of their leader Trimbakrao's troops broke and fled.
The Poshwa's victory was complete, Jawaji Dabhade,
Maloji Pawar and a son of Pilaji Gaikvad fell on the battle-
field. Pilaji Gaikvad escaped wounded from the fight, but
he was unable to make any further resistance to the king's
authority.

After the battle Bajirao sent an account of it to his
royal master. Shahu's reply shewed how deeply he felt the
quarrels of his high commanders,

"He intrigued no doubt with  the Nizam/' wrote the

lft Bakbar,